Isoflurane (Forane). A compendium and
Reference. By Edmond I. Eger II M.D.; Ohio Medical Products, P.O. Box 7550, Madison, Wisconsin 53707, U.S.A.; pp. 110; 285 x 220. Interest in isoflurane has been revived since the drug has been approved for clinical use in the U.S.A.
This short book gathers together information about the agent from over 100 published reports, and the Isoflurane New Drug Application to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and the Canadian Bureau of Drugs.
The fact that the book is published by the manufacturer of the drug puts one on the lookout for bias in the contents and presentation. However, the author approaches his subject as a true scientist. He presents the results of experimental investigations of the drug objectively, and does not gloss over potentially undesirable side effects.
The book is an excellent summary of present knowledge about the pharmacology of isoflurane.
BRIAN HORAN

Diagnosis and Nonsurgical Management of
Chronic Pain by Nelson Hendler; Raven Press, 1140 Ave. of the Americas, N.Y. City 10036 N.Y., U.S.A.; $U.S.39; pp. 262; 240 x 160. The great involvement in recent times of anaesthetists in the treatment of chronic pain makes it necessary for them to broaden their knowledge beyond the confines of procedural medicine in order to move gradually into the somewhat uncharted areas of psychopathology, psychology and psychiatry. Too often has ignorance of the existence of some degree of psychological disorder resulted in failure to relieve pain or, even worse, in some addition to the patient's disability through the effects of an ill-conceived nerve block or operation.
Accordingly it was with some hope and enthusiasm that I commenced Dr. Hendler's treatise on chronic pain because the emphasis was to be on his experience as a psychiatric consultant to a Chronic Pain Treatment Centre. Somehow, however, the book failed to live up to expectations. Certainly there is much useful information available both in the text Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. IX, No. 4, November, 1981 and bibliography but the style and presentation did not appeal. There are probably a number of reasons for this, not the least of which would be the natural difficulty that an Australian anaesthetist has in comprehending and enjoying American psychiatric language, terminology and scientific method. In addition it appears the author has erred in attempting to present this complex, difficult subject with its obscure hypotheses and sophisticated scientific facts in the one text that could be appreciated by such diverse groups as "physicians of all specialities, physicians assistants, nurses, social workers, psychologists and vocational rehabilitation counsellors".
Despite these criticisms, the book has undoubted value for the anaesthetist in the Pain Clinic through the description of the various psychologically or psychiatrically influenced pain disorders, their diagnosis and treatment, and the psychological tests that are currently used in the assessment of pain. Such emphasis is placed on psychological testing today that irrespective of any criticism of their uncertain clinical application it is helpful to have presented those tests that are currently available with an appropriate description as to how they may be used in practice. Further, there is a useful though rather cursory assessment of alternative treatments of chronic pain which all seem to share the decided advantage that successful or not they are at least unlikely to aggravate the patient's problem.
In summary the book is a minor addition to the already massive bibliography on the treatment of chronic pain. BRIAN Monitoring has come a long way recently. Initially noninvasive (pulse rate by finger on pulse) monitoring became increasingly invasive (intra-arterial pressure, arterial blood gases, flow-directed catheters), as anaesthetic and operative techniques required more accurate and more immediate data.
Increased patient morbidity from those invasive techniques prompted ways of obtaining reliable and real-time data from noninvasive methods. Advances in materials, technology and computers have enabled anaesthetists, technologists and medical instrument firms to make a new generation of noninvasive monitoring equipment.
Hence this book. There are four sections: 1) Blood pressure measurement (80 pages). 2) Electrocardiography (70 pages). 3) Respiratory gases (100 pages). 4) The final section (40 pages) discussions why anaesthetists may decline to monitor patients, the human element, and equipment problems.
Each section has four chapters, each by a di fferent author, and each chapter has a list of references.
The text varies in pace, sometimes discursive and at other times drooling with mathematical derivation of formulae.
Anaesthetists will be interested mostly in the first two sections.
Several models of fully automatic oscillometric devices are now commercially available in this country; the first section describes their theory, design and correct use, with a discussion on their data output reliability.
Electrocardiography is discussed in great detail from a data acquisition view-point; this includes a chapter on compressed display and automated arrhythmia detection.
The third section, on cutaneous tissue and respiratory gas measurement, requires equipment that at present is expensive and therefore not readily available. But the information is still interesting to read, being frontier development that may become simpler in design and therefore cheaper and yet more reliable.
You must read this book, whatever your monitoring requirements may be.
A , [11] [12] [13] Mitcham, Vic. 3132; $51.80; pp. 367 ; 250 x 160. This publication contains the collected papers presented at a postgraduate course held by the Societe Francaise d' Anesthesie, d' Analgesie et de Reanimation in 1979. Like many such publications the quality of the material presented is very variable. Some of the chapters are outstanding, particularly those written by prominent workers in the field of neuromuscular pharmacology. By contrast the chapters dealing with the clinical use of muscle relaxants are disappointing and out of date. This failing IS well exemplified by the inadequate coverage of the clinical pharmacology of the relaxants throughout the book.
Some sections of the publication have been well written and illustrated, while other sections appear to have been taken directly from lecture notes and illustrated by inappropriate tables and diagrams which, presumably, were derived from the authors slides.
The reader is also left with the impression that this has been a "rush job". In many places the translation is not good and the exact meaning of the text is quite unclear. The editing also leaves much to be desired. There are many repetitious and contradictory statements and the spelling throughout is bad.
This book will appeal most to those anaesthetists who are primarily interested in recent developments in the field of neuromuscular blockade and in the search for new muscle relaxants. It is however, unlikely to be of assistance to clinicians seeking to improve the standard of their anaesthetic practice. DAVlD 
